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while Wolter's pride and arrogance increased to such a
degree that the other thought he should at length be tempted
to murder him in sight of the family. Hereupon Strodtman
desired one of the maids to intimate to his masters his
inclination to be sent to the West Indies; but no answer
being given to this request, Strodtman grew again uneasy,
and his enmity to his fellow-apprentice increased to such a
degree that the Dutch maid, observing the agitation of his
mind, advised him to a patient submission of his situation,
as the most probable method of securing his future peace.
Unfortunately he paid no regard to this good advice;
but determined on the execution of the fatal plan which
afterwards led to his destruction.
On the morning of Good Friday, Strodtman was sent
out on business, but instead of transacting it he went to
Greenwich, with an intention of returning on Saturday to
perpetrate the murder; but reflecting that his fellow-
apprentice was to receive the Sacrament on Easter Sunday,
he abhorred the thought of taking away his life before he
had partaken of the Lord's Supper, Wherefore he sent a
letter to his masters on the Saturday, in which he asserted
that he had been impressed, and was to be sent to Chatham
on Easter Monday and put on board a ship in the Royal
Navy; but while he was at Greenwich he was met by a
young gentleman who knew him, and who, returning to
London, told Messrs Stein & Dorien he believed that the
story of his being impressed was all invention. Hereupon
Mr Stein went to Chatham to inquire into the real state
of the case, when he discovered that the young gentleman's
suspicions were but too well founded.
Strodtman went to the church at Greenwich twice on
Easter Sunday, and on the approach of evening came to
London and slept at the Dolphin Inn, in Bishopsgate Street,
On the following day he returned to Greenwich, and con-
tinued either at that place or at Woolwich and the neigh-
bourhood till Tuesday, when he went to London, lodged
in Lombard Street, and returned to Greenwich on the
Wednesday. Coming again to London on the evening of
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